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SOCIAL SECURITY COMMITTEE 

By email: 
 
Bruce Crawford MSP 
Convener 
Finance and Constitution Committee 
 
 

 
T3.60 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

 
Direct Tel: 0131 348 5320 

 SocialSecurityCommittee@parliament.scot  
  
  8 May 2019 

 

Dear Bruce 

Thank you for your letter of 25 March about developing Parliament’s scrutiny in 
relation to new powers arising from the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. Your letter was 
considered by the Committee at its meeting last week. 

The Social Security Committee has considered two pieces of EU withdrawal-related 
legislation. Firstly, the Committee agreed with the Scottish Government that the UK 
Government could legislate, under powers provided in the European (Withdrawal) 
Act, to replicate existing EU law in so far as it related to devolved social security. 
Secondly, the Committee considered the legislative consent memorandum (LCM) on 
the Immigration and Social Security Co-ordination (EU Withdrawal) Bill. The 
Committee took evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for Social Security and noted 
her reasons for not lodging a legislative consent motion. In its report, the Committee 
highlighted the DPLR Committee’s recommendation for more clarity on the 
circumstances in which powers conferred on UK and Scottish Ministers 
concurrently, might be exercised by a UK Minister. 

In responding to the issues raised in your letter, I would observe that some are of 
more immediate and direct relevance to other Committees. In relation to social 
security, the Committee agreed that, as a matter of principle, the Scottish Parliament 
should have an opportunity to scrutinise the exercise of any legislative power relating 
to devolved social security powers. Further, where a power in relation to devolved 
social security is to be exercised by a UK Minister alone, it should only be with the 
consent of Scottish Ministers. Finally, the Committee agreed that a process should 
be put in place whereby the Scottish Parliament is able to scrutinise any proposal by 
Scottish Ministers to give their consent to the exercise of the powers by a UK 
Minister, in advance of any consent being given.  
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I hope that is helpful. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

BOB DORIS MSP 
CONVENER 


